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VAUDE Waste Water Guidelines align with ZDHC Waste Water Guidelines Version 2.0. 

For more information please see:  

https://www.roadmaptozero.com/post/updated-zdhc-wastewater-guidelines-v1-1-released 

VAUDE recognises the importance of addressing hazardous substances that may be discharged into the 

environment during the manufacturing processes of textile, apparel and footwear products. That includes 
hazardous substances which could be used deep within the value chain and not just substances that could be 

traced or remain in finished products. 
The discharge of wastewater containing hazardous chemicals a significant impact on the environment and 

human health. Besides addressing conventional wastewater discharge parameters such as total suspended 
solids (TSS), biological oxygen demand (BOD), and chemical oxygen demand (COD), these Guidelines address 

the priority hazardous chemical substances identified in the VAUDE Manufacturing Restricted Substances 
List. The VAUDE MRSL is a list of chemical substances banned from intentional use in the textile, aparell and 

footwear industry. 
 

 
These Guidelines specify a unified set of testing parameters, limit values and recommended analytical test 

methods.  

 

For more information about sampling and analysis procedures and Sludge Sampling and Analysis Plan please 

refer to ZDHC waste water Guidelines. 

VAUDE, as a ZDHC Brand, encourages its suppliers to share their testing results in 

a systematic, efficient manner via an online platform called the ZDHC Gateway – Wastewater Module. 
 

 

Testing Requirements: 



VAUDE Waste Water Guideline 

3 

 

 
 

 



VAUDE Waste Water Guideline 

4 

 

Expectations for suppliers with non-Conformance(s) 

 
If a test report indicates non-conformances towards VAUDE limits, the supplier is expected to: 

• Notify the applicable authorities about any legal permit violation, as well as VAUDE and/or other clients. 

• Develop a root cause analysis and corrective action plan with defined completion date for each finding. An 
input stream management review should be part of the initial root cause analysis, with action such as 

checking if chemical formulations used in production processes are conform to MRSL, sending out 
specifications to raw material suppliers, or checking chemicals used in non-production related areas, e.g. 

APEOs used in cleaning products. 
• Submit the root cause analysis and corrective action plan with defined completion date on the ZDHC 

gateway Wastewater Module. Submission is expected to happen within 30 days. 
• Suppliers are encouraged to use ZDHC Root Cause Analysis and Corrective Action templates available in 

the ZDHC Gateway. 
• Suppliers may resolve non-compliance or non-conformances in a way they deem best. For instance, they 

could contact external experts or brands to see if they can offer advice. Or reach out to technical experts 
to help determine the root cause and identify suitable solutions. 
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